
 

From the Principal 
 
 

The new school year is off to a rousing start!  Freshmen and new students 

continue to make a smooth transition to North as a direct result of the 

outstanding work done by our Link Crew Leaders during Freshman 

Orientation.  Link Crew is a high school transition program designed to 

welcome freshmen and make them feel comfortable throughout their first 

year of high school.  We strongly believe that if students have a positive 

experience during their first year in high school, their chance for success 

increases dramatically.   Approximately 80 sophomores, juniors and seniors 

volunteered their time last summer to be trained as Link Leaders and have 

committed to connecting with the freshmen in their group on a regular basis 

throughout the school year.  In addition, 35 students volunteered to help with 

the activities fair that day.  Special thanks to Link Crew advisors Mrs. 

Kruszynski and Mrs. Tuttle for their extraordinary dedication to this 

important effort. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual Leadership Camp was held on Sunday September 10 and 

included 40 student participants this year.  This event combines experience 

in confidence building, teamwork and organizational skill development in a 

unique environment with intentions to bring back and implement these 

concepts through student government and Extra-curricular community 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 2) 

From the PTSA Co-Presidents 
Taunya Abaya & Jeanne Johnston 

 
Next PTSA meeting: 

Monday, September 16, 2017 

In the library 

7:00 pm 

 

Hello North Community!  We have been very busy since late August and 

throughout September! 

 

We welcomed our incoming Class of 2021, new students and their parents 

on August 28th with an orientation and new parent program.  A special 

thanks to Mrs. Kruszynski and Mrs. Tuttle as well as their Link Crew 

team for creating a welcoming and informative day for our new students.  It 

certainly helps to connect new students with upper classmen to help ease the 

transition with entering high school.  In addition, we would like to thank 

Andrea Wiepert and her amazing team of Spirit Wear volunteers as well 

as Teri Schrlau and Sue Sniatecki from membership and school store for 

making the new parent evening program a huge success. 

 

September was quite possibly the busiest month of the year with Spirit Wear 

sales, School Store, our first PTSA meeting, Open house and Picture Day.  

We could not have done it without the support of our wonderful parent 

volunteers.  Thank you Andrea Wiepert  (Spirit Wear chair), Melissa 

Soucy and Sue Sniatecki (School Store Co-Chairs) and Holley Sheppard 

(VP and volunteer chair) along with their team of hard working volunteers 

for helping make all of our programs such a huge success. 
 

 

PTSA MEETING DATES 
September 11, 2017  March 5, 2018 

October 16, 2017   April 16, 2018 

November 6, 2017   May 7, 2018 

January 8, 2018   June 4, 2018 

February 5, 2018 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL continued… 
 

North’s Homecoming week is a wonderful tradition that all of us look 

forward to each year. This year it is scheduled for the week October 2 - 7. 

Our student council officers, under the direction of Mrs. Cindy Wolfe, have 

planned many fun-filled events to make Homecoming 2017 memorable. A 

brief explanation of each event is outlined below.  

 

On Monday morning, the King/Queen assembly will kick off the 

homecoming festivities during which nominees for Homecoming King and 

Queen are introduced. At 3:00 pm on Monday, the powderpuff football 

game will be held on North’s football field. A gym activity featuring bubble 

soccer is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on Tuesday evening. One of 

the highly anticipated activities of the week is the outside dance, bonfire 

and fireworks display on Thursday evening. The evening features a bonfire 

during which wooden pallets are burned. The fire is lit and attended by 

members of the Getzville Fire Department whose annual participation is 

sincerely appreciated. The dance is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm in 

the parking lot between North and Casey and is chaperoned by North 

faculty who are assigned to specific locations in the parking lot to help 

ensure student safety and provide appropriate supervision. At about 9:00 

pm a terrific fireworks display will bring closure to the evening. Admission 

to the dance is $10 which covers the cost in full of the fireworks. The 

community is invited to the fireworks and if you plan to attend, we ask that 

you park in the Hopkins Road lot.  

 

On Friday, our fall athletes will be introduced by team during the 

afternoon’s pep assembly held in the gym. The assembly will end with the 

crowning of the homecoming King and Queen. At 7:00 pm on Friday night 

at our home field behind Casey Middle/North High School, North will play 

the homecoming football game under the lights against Frontier. The final 

activity of homecoming week is the semiformal dance on Saturday evening. 

It is scheduled from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm and the cost is $10 per person. 

Please note that we do not require students to remain at the dance for 

the entire evening and often times, many students leave before the 

conclusion of the dance to go out to dinner, attend parties, etc. Please have 

a conversation with your child prior to the dance so you are aware of their 

plans for the evening. As far as attire for the evening, jeans are not permitted 

and boys must wear either a tie and/or jacket. Girls wear dresses—both 

cocktail-length or long dresses are acceptable. Some students hire 

limousines but they are not necessary. Because we would like all North 

students to have the opportunity to attend the dance and because of size 

limitations for safety, students are not permitted to invite guests from other 

schools. As students enter the dance, they will be asked to show proof that 

they are a North student with either their student ID or a printed version of 

their WITS profile page. Non-North students will not be permitted to enter 

the dance under any circumstances.  

 

In the spirit of student safety and wellbeing, we always include warnings 

and announcements about refraining from the use of alcohol and other 

illegal substances. I encourage you to closely monitor your children as they 

are preparing to leave for the dance and talk with them about making good 

choices. We interact with students as they enter the dance and will use a 

Breathalyzer if we suspect that a student is under the influence of alcohol. 

Per our student handbook, in an addition to a five-day suspension from 

school, students found under the influence of or in possession of drugs or 

alcohol at a school dance will be prohibited from attending any and all 

dances for the remainder of the school year if such violation occurs during 

the first semester; and the remainder of the school year as well as the first 

semester of the following school year if such violation occurs during the 

second semester of the school year. 

 

 
 

(continued on page 3) 
 

FROM THE PTSA Co-Presidents 

continued… 

 

If you are still looking for a way to get involved it is not too late.   We have 

numerous volunteer opportunities throughout the year, especially with our 

SCHOOL STORE.  Please contact our store volunteer coordinator, Sue 

Sniatecki, at 689-3683 or at suesniatecki@gmail.com if you can help out.   

You can also go online to www.williamsvillek12.org and Click on North 

High School under “Our Schools” then click on PTSA 2017-2018, then 

the link for Volunteer opportunities.   Also, be on the look-out for WITS 

emails that will give you the link to sign up electronically for volunteer 

opportunities throughout the year. 

 

MEMBERSHIP is off to a good start but we have a LONG way to go to 

meet our goals.  So please help us keep the momentum going by signing 

up your family today!  Membership is only $7 for adults (parents and 

teachers) and $5 for students. Becoming a member of the North PTSA has 

become even easier with the ability to pay online with your credit card at: 

https://nyspta.force.com/NewMemberRegistration?unit=19-390  

You can also find our membership form at www.williamsvillek12.org, 

click on North High School under “Our Schools” then click on PTSA 

2017-2018, then the link for Membership Form.  The more members we 

have, the stronger our voice is at the local, state and national level.  A 

special thank you goes out to Lori Rizzo, our membership chair, for her 

hard work and efforts to get ALL of our Williamsville North families and 

faculty signed up for the 2017-18 school year. 

 

Please remember to save your Dash receipts and send them into the 

school store.  Through Dash’s charitable giving, our PTSA earns 2.5% of 

total receipts.  This is an easy way for our PTSA to raise funds for our 

students. 

 

Most importantly, please mark your calendars and plan on coming to our 

next PTSA meeting on October 16th at 7 pm in the library.  Our 

superintendent, Dr. Scott Martzloff, will be giving a brief overview of 

our district goals and objectives for this year.   He will also be available to 

answer questions from parents on any topics.  We strongly encourage your 

attendance at our monthly meetings.  An hour a month is a very easy way 

to stay informed of the many things that are going on in your students’ 

lives. 

 

As always, we look forward to your comments, suggestions and 

participation. Please contact us at williamsvillenorthptsa@gmail.com . 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Taunya Abaya & Jeanne Johnston 

PTSA Co-President 
 
 

PTSA FORMS 

Please see the WITS homepage and select 2017-2018 PTSA 

Information or simply use the following link to access North’s 

PTSA webpage for a list of the current officers and all available 

forms: 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/northhigh/pare

nts_and_students/ptsa.php 

 

 

The deadline for the October Newsletter is 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017. 

 

 

mailto:suesniatecki@gmail.com
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/
https://nyspta.force.com/NewMemberRegistration?unit=19-390
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/
mailto:williamsvillenorthptsa@gmail.com
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/northhigh/parents_and_students/ptsa.php
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/williamsvilleschools/northhigh/parents_and_students/ptsa.php
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL continued… 

 

Along with freshmen and new students, our new faculty members 

appear to be right at home at North as well.   To learn more about our 

new teachers, please take a few moments to read their biographies on 

page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

It is my pleasure to announce that the following students have been 

named semifinalists in the 63RD annual National Merit Scholarship 

Program, putting them in an elite group of the nation’s best and 

brightest students. 

 

Mirabel Saakyan 

Sarah Swihart 

 

These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to 

continue in the competition for some 7,500 National Merit Scholarships 

worth more than $33 million that will be offered next spring.  To be 

considered for a Merit Scholarship award, students must fulfill several 

requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition.   About 

90 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain Finalist standing 

and in February they will be notified of this designation. 

 

Parent conferences will be held on Wednesday, November 15, and 

Thursday, December 7, from 5 pm – 8 pm.  Please see page 8 for 

instructions on how you may sign up for conferences by using your 

parent portal account or by calling North High School at 626-8545 from 

October 16 through October 20 between the hours of 9 am – 2 pm.  

Please take advantage of this great opportunity to meet your child’s 

teacher and obtain first-hand information regarding his/her progress in 

school. 
 

We will also implement a Planned Emergency Early Dismissal Drill on 

October 6, 2017. On that day students will be released 15 minutes 

earlier than their regularly scheduled dismissal time.  Students who 

normally remain in school for after school activities are to remain in 

school as usual.  Please make any necessary arrangements for your 

child’s early dismissal on this date.  

 

Our students, teachers, support staff and administrators at North, 

anticipate a great 2017-18 school year.  Should you have any questions 

or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 626-8505. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Gary Collichio 

Principal 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES   
 

WITS PARENT PORTAL ACCOUNT 
All parents and legal guardians are eligible to have their own WITS 

account.  If you have not set up your WITS parent account, you are 

strongly encouraged to do so at this time.      

 

For those unfamiliar with our WITS system, WITS is a place where you 

can easily navigate your child’s schedule, attendance and grades.    

 

The benefit of a WITS parent portal: 

 Secure electronic communication between parents and 

teachers 

 Access to parent specific information 

 One log-on used to access all of your children attending 

school within the District 

 Printable report cards and progress reports 

 Online parent conference sign-ups  

 Additional enhancements as the portal grows 

 

In order to register for a parent account in WITS you will need to obtain 

an activation code.   You can obtain your activation code by calling the 

Help Desk at 626-8058 between the hours of 9 am and 3 pm.  We hope 

you find this WITS feature beneficial and easy to use. 

 

ACCESS TO NORTH HIGH SCHOOL 
After 8:00 am access to North High School is restricted to one 

entrance—the Horseshoe entrance on Dodge Road (far right door). This 

door will be locked, however, is equipped with an intercom and main 

office lock control.  Please use the intercom to state the purpose of your 

visit to gain admittance to the building. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
When a student brings a note from a parent to the attendance office in 

order to be excused during the school day, this note must be verified by 

a phone call to the parent before we can release the student.   If the 

parent is out of town or is not able to be reached, then we cannot 

release the student.  Please make plans to prevent such a situation. 

 

REQUEST TO DENY COMPUTER USAGE 
In order to achieve the career development and occupational learning 

standards articulated by the New York State Department of Education, 

students will be provided access to instructional materials and processes 

only available through the use of technology resources. Student user 

accounts will be created for such access. Parents/Guardians who wish 

for their child to be precluded from technology use must express this in 

writing to the building principal. 

 

PARENT HANDBOOK 2017 – 2018  

 

To view the 2017-2018 Parent Handbook and student code of conduct, 

please use the following link;  

http://www.williamsvillek12.org/files/12245/parent%20handbook%20

2016-2017.pdf 

 

If you would prefer to have a hard copy of the 2017-2018 Parent 

Handbook for your records, please contact the main office at 626-8566 

to have one mailed to you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.williamsvillek12.org/files/12245/parent%20handbook%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.williamsvillek12.org/files/12245/parent%20handbook%202016-2017.pdf


 4 

PLEASE WELCOME 

WILLIAMSVILLE NORTH’S NEW 

TEACHERS 

 

Bonjour à tous et à toutes! My name is Ashley Feneziani. I am very excited to 

be joining the LOTE department at WIlliamsville North and South this year. I 

was very lucky to begin teaching in Williamsville at Casey and Mill last year. 

Before that, I spent four years teaching at Nichols School. I have an 

undergraduate degree in History and Women’s Studies from SUNY Buffalo (I 

never thought that I would be a French teacher). After graduating, I spent two 

years teaching English in Montpellier and Nîmes, France. It was there that I 

discovered my passion for teaching languages. Upon returning home, I 

completed a degree in French Education and a Master’s in Foreign Language 

Education from Buffalo State College. I was also lucky enough to work on a 

Certificate in Global Competency from Teacher’s College at Columbia 

University. I love speaking French, studying Spanish, coaching rowing, and 

practicing/teaching yoga. I am so grateful to have this opportunity at 

Williamsville and am looking forward to meeting all of you! 

  

- Ashley Feneziani 

 

Hi North staff, students and families!  My name is Tracy Fitzpatrick and I’m 

joining the special education team at North this year in the Life Skills program.  

I began teaching in the classroom 19 years ago then left to raise our four 

wonderful daughters. During the 15 years following the birth of our oldest, I 

worked in the early intervention and preschool programs in Erie and Niagara 

Counties, working with infants, toddlers and pre-schoolers.  Last year, I went 

back to work full time as a 5th and 6th grade 12:1:1 teacher in the City of Buffalo.    

I am grateful to accept this position in Williamsville.  Our family has been living 

in Williamsville for the past 18 years and our daughters attend Williamsville 

East, Transit Middle and Maple West.  I am humbled to be working in such an 

amazing district; specifically, North High School.  I look forward to meeting 

and working with all of you this year and in the years to come. 

 

- Tracy Fitzpatrick 

 

Hello Williamsville North students, families, and staff! My name is Jeni 

Leaderstorf and I am very excited to join the district. I will be teaching English 

to Speakers of Other Languages at North High School and Transit Middle 

School. I am originally from North Tonawanda but just bought a house in 

Tonawanda. I received my undergraduate degree in Early Childhood and 

Childhood Education and Master’s degree in Teaching English to Speakers of 

Other Languages from Niagara University. Before teaching in Williamsville I 

taught two years in the Buffalo Public School district. I also have experience 

teaching in Thailand.  

 

Outside of teaching I enjoy spending time with friends and family, traveling, 

photography, and coaching. This will be my eighth year coaching cheerleading 

for North Tonawanda Athletic Association. I am truly grateful to be in the 

Williamsville school district. I look forward to a wonderful school year!  

 

- Jeni Leaderstorf 

 

My name is Dawn Robertson and I am so happy to be joining the Williamsville 

school district! I will be teaching two sections of Intro to Business, Microsoft 

Office/Keyboarding, and Entrepreneurship. I received my Bachelor's degree 

from the University at Buffalo and my education courses/certification were 

completed at Buffalo State. I also have a Masters degree from Canisius College 

in Special Education. I have been teaching for the past 16 years at Mount Mercy 

Academy in South Buffalo.  

 

My Entrepreneurship class will be running the Hot Spot with guidance from 

Carol Kontchegulian! I look forward to an exciting new school year! 

 

- Dawn Robertson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW TEACHERS continued….. 

 
Hello North! My name is Brian Minchen, and I'm the new science teacher here 

at North. Thank you all for your warm welcome during my first few days here. 

It's a pleasure to be in Williamsville. 

 

I'm from Rochester, and taught in a suburban district out there for 11 years, 

mainly chemistry (all levels), but also many electives. I am also certified in 

Physics, and will be teaching that and chemistry here at North. 

 

In addition to my classroom experience, I also spent 4 years as an industrial 

chemist, working my way up to senior position. In this role, I oversaw the new 

development of Nickel/Cobalt based electroforming chemistry, dual stage 

zincating techniques and copper plating. I am looking forward to blending my 

teaching experience and industrial experience to the students here at North, 

giving them relevant and applicable examples for both chemistry and physics. 

 

Outside of class, I enjoy playing the piano, and have been playing for more than 

30 years. I'm a self-professed gearhead, having custom turbocharged my 

Mitsubishi Eclipse with forged internals, a Garrett turbocharger and a stand-

alone engine management system that I built, installed and tuned myself. It's 

got a full suspension setup and hand-built exhaust (by me!) along with a lot of 

other modifications. I love talking shop, and helping my co-workers with car 

projects, so come find me! 

 

I have been married to my wife Jacki for 13 years and have two beautiful 

children, Tyler (7) and Aubrey (4). We also have a 7 lb. Havanese/Poodle mix 

named Bailey. 

 

Thanks again for your welcome. I look forward to meeting you all! 

 

- Brian Minchen 

 

 

CAREER CENTER/GUIDANCE   
 

WILLIAMSVILLE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

SCHOOL CEEB CODE: 335-983 
 

Date Test Deadline To Register 
November 4, 2017 SAT & Subject Test October 5, 2017 

December 2, 2017 SAT & Subject Tests November 2, 2017 

March 10, 2018 SAT & Subject Tests February 9, 2018 

May 5, 2018 SAT & Subject Tests April 6, 2018 

June 2, 2018 SAT & Subject Tests May 3, 2018 

October 28, 2017 ACT September 22, 2017 

December 9, 2017 ACT November 3, 2017 

April 14, 2018 ACT March 9, 2018 

June 9, 2018 ACT May 4, 2018 

 

SCHOLARSHIP LIST 
Williamsville North provides a list of scholarships to our students as they 

become available.  Located under the College tab on Naviance, scholarships are 

added to the list throughout the year.  Most scholarships are available for juniors 

and seniors,   however, all students should check the scholarship list 

periodically. 

 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT WITS 
Don’t forget the Guidance Department is on WITS.  Just go to the WITS home 

page and click on Guidance Department from the Intranet list.  This page 

includes links to email your child’s counselor, important test dates and events, 

as well as links to websites like FAFSA (Financial Aid), NCAA and other 

informative websites and college information.   
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CAREER CENTER/GUIDANCE continued…   

 

SENIOR APPOINTMENTS 
In the next few weeks, all seniors will be given a scheduled appointment to 

meet with their counselor to review graduation requirements and discuss future 

plans.  Appointments with counselors are made during free mods.  These 

appointments are extremely important and all attempts should be made to keep 

them. 

 

 

TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS 
Any student needing an official transcript sent to a college or for a scholarship 

must come to the Guidance Office and fill out a Transcript Request form.   

 

 

TIMELINE FOR COLLEGE SELECTION 
JUNIORS:  Will be taking the PSAT this month. 

 

SENIORS:  During the month of October, seniors who are planning to 

continue their education should do the following:  

 

 Make arrangements to take/retake the SAT I, SAT II or ACT.   

 

 Try and finalize their college choices.  Send away for catalogs and 

applications of those colleges in which they are interested.  Start or 

continue application process.   

 

 

2017-2018  

SCHOOL COUNSELOR ASSIGNMENTS 
The following school counselors are assigned to students with the last names 

beginning with the following letters:  

  

D, J, M, T    Mrs. Davidson 

A, F, I, U, Y Mrs. Tringali 

B, L, N, P  Mrs. Kaputa  

H, K, Q, V  Mr. Miller 

C, G, O, W Mrs. Miller-Bushey 

E, R, S, X, Z Mrs. Szwed 

 

The Guidance Office can be reached at:  626-8506. 

 

 

ONLINE PROGRESS REPORTS AND REPORT CARDS 
In an effort to reduce costs associated with printing and mailing progress reports 

and report cards, and also in an effort to promote “green” initiatives, the District 
will no longer be mailing home progress reports and/or report cards unless 

requested to do so.   Report cards and progress reports will be available in the 

following ways: 
 

o Through WITS, via the student login 

o Through WITS, via the parent login 
o By mail, if requested 

 

Those with parent accounts in WITS will be notified by email when progress 
reports and report cards are posted.  Should you wish to receive progress reports 

and/or report cards by mail, contact the guidance office at 626-8507.  Thank 

you for your support in this initiative to reduce costs and “go green.” 

 

 

 

*Check the WITS homepage periodically for guidance events. 
 

 
 

WILLIAMSVILLE   SEPTSA  

 
The Williamsville School District is one of only five districts in WNY that has 

a Special Education Parent Teacher Student Association (SEPTSA). As one of 

14 units within the Williamsville PTSA, SEPTSA addresses the needs of 

parents of students with disabilities who have Individual Education Plans 

(IEPs) or Section 504 plans by offering educational opportunities, support and 

advocacy.  

  

SEPTSA sponsors presentations and training sessions throughout the year on 

topics most pertinent to the needs of parents and students. Presenters include 

local, regional and national experts in their respective fields. Presentation 

topics and dates will be announced at a later time. 

 

All SEPTSA programs are free and open to all in the District.  SEPTSA 

encourages others to learn about disabilities, as well as programs and services 

that address matters in a progressive, collaborative manner.  In this sense, 

SEPTSA is for everyone.  

  

SEPTSA meets with administrators from the office of Exceptional Education 

and Student Services on a frequent basis to discuss programs, initiatives, new 

applications and other topic areas that may call for attention so as to best serve 

all students with disabilities.  

  

SEPTSA assists in the development of the Committee on Special Education 

(CSE) parent representative training day.  This important function trains 

parents of students with disabilities to sit on CSE meetings as a parent 

representative (per NYS law).  

  

SEPTSA is a branch of the NYS PTA and the National Congress of Parents 

and Teachers.  

  

To receive email notifications for upcoming programs and events, please leave 

your contact information at williamsvilleseptsa@gmail.com.  For additional 

information, please contact SEPTSA president, Dave Whalen at 565-9338. 

 

 

 

STUDENT RECOGNITION   

 

2018 NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
The following Williamsville North students have been named Commended 

Students in the 2018 National Merit Scholarship Program: 

 

Casey H. Koenig 

Maddalena F. Ohrbach 

Supriya P. Pandid 

Leander J. Ruhl 

Emma C. Steadman 

Leah F. Truskinovsky 

Michael J. Wahl 

 

Williamsville North’s Principal, Mr. Gary Collichio, presented each student 

with a Letter of Commendation from Williamsville North and the National 

Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts the program. 

 

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being 

recognized for their exceptional academic promise. Although they will not 

continue in the 2018 competition for Merit Scholarship Awards, Commended 

Students placed among the top five percent of more than one million students 

who entered the competition by taking the 2016 Preliminary SAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

 

Congratulations to these outstanding students! 
 

mailto:williamsvilleseptsa@gmail.com
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCHOLAR AWARDS  
 

A total of 119 Williamsville North High School students have been named AP Scholars by the College Board in recognition of their exceptional 

achievement on the college-level Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations.  

  

Students took AP Examinations in 2017 after completing challenging college-level courses at their high school.  The College Board recognizes 

several levels of achievement based student performance on AP exams.  At Williamsville North High School: 

 

 Three students qualified for the AP National Scholar Award by earning an average grade of 4 or higher on a 5-point scale on all AP Exams taken, 

and grades of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.  These students are: 

 

Nadya Kandel   2017 Graduate 

Gabriel Matos   2017 Graduate 

Manny Weinstein   2017 Graduate 

 

 47 students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 

3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  These students are: 

 

Max Abrams  Grade 12 

Daniel Baetzhold  2017 Graduate 

Julia Behar  Grade 12 

Abigail Bilson  Grade 12 

Zachary Bloom  Grade 12 

Stacey Brown  2017 Graduate 

Deana Chan  Grade 12 

Arunabh Chaudhuri  Grade 12 

Maria Fallavollita  2017 Graduate 

Sarah Fallavollita  Grade 12 

Jonathan Fomenko  2017 Graduate 

Mary Frances Gage  2017 Graduate 

Rahima Hussain  2017 Graduate 

Anupama Iyer  Grade 12 

Aditi Joshi  2017 Graduate 

Melanie Justis  2017 Graduate 

Nadya Kandel  2017 Graduate  

Casey Koenig  Grade 12 

Toniqua Lawrence  2017 Graduate 

Karen Lopes  Grade 12 

Morgan Loschiavo  2017 Graduate 

Gabriel Matos  2017 Graduate  

Ruby Matricardi  2017 Graduate 

Jenna Meldrum  2017 Graduate 

Nitya Murali  Grade 12 

Nurzhan Nurbergenov Grade 12 

Maddalena Ohrbach Grade 12 

Tyler Paplham  2017 Graduate 

Daniel Petrov  Grade 12 

Stephen Pusateri  Grade 12 

Leander Ruhl  Grade 12 

Joshua Safier  2017 Graduate 

Averey Scoccia  2017 Graduate 

Sabrina Shih  2017 Graduate 

Morgan Simon  2017 Graduate 

Emma Steadman  Grade 12 

Erika Taylor  2017 Graduate 

Kelly Thompson  2017 Graduate 

Lauren Trautwein  2017 Graduate 

Victoria Tripodi  2017 Graduate 

Sheng-Yun Tseng  2017 Graduate 

Angus Tsui  Grade 12 

Niharika Tummala  Grade 12 

Michael Wahl  Grade 12 

Harry Wang  2017 Graduate 

Sophia Wang  Grade 12 

Manny Weinstein  2017 Graduate  

 

 35 students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 

or higher on four or more these exams.  These students are: 

 

Umar Ahmed  Grade 12 

Torben Albert- Lindqyist 2017 Graduate 

Dahlia Alphonce  Grade 12 

Sheikh Ansari  2017 Graduate 

Colin Begley  Grade 12 

Emily Cerny  Grade 12 

Anthony DeMaria  2017 Graduate 

Nicholas Farley  Grade 12 

Naiji Gong  Grade 11 

Gabrielle Guzda  2017 Graduate 

Elanor Harris  2017 Graduate 

Alyssa Helak  2017 Graduate 

Keith Hurley  2017 Graduate 

Nicholas Kamens  2017 Graduate 

Julia Krafft  2017 Graduate 

Katherine Kriner  2017 Graduate 

Alec Kyriakopoulos 2017 Graduate 

Francis Masi Jr  2017 Graduate 

Claire Montanari  2017 Graduate 

Alexandra Mucci  Grade 12 

Claire Mutka  2017 Graduate 

Kimberly Nguyen  Grade 12 

Aba Otseidu  Grade 12 

Brian Pyrce  2017 Graduate 

Robert Sheridan  2017 Graduate 

Nicholas Signore  2017 Graduate 

Emily Smith  Grade 12 

Sarah Swihart  Grade 12 

Umair Syed  Grade 12 

Emily Taylor  2017 Graduate 

Zachary Thompson  Grade 12 

Leah Truskinovsky  Grade 12 

Alec Wheeler  2017 Graduate 

Destiny Wistner  2017 Graduate 

Kali Yorko  2017 Graduate

 37 students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more AP Examinations, with grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars are: 

 

Afolarin Abiola  Grade 12 

Karrar Aljanahi  Grade 12 

Ali Attai   2017 Graduate 

Michael Chu  2017 Graduate 

Emery Comstock  Grade 12 

Cameron Cook  2017 Graduate 

Jenna Demer  2017 Graduate 

Jenna DiLiberta  2017 Graduate 

Emmeline Drake  2017 Graduate 

Julia Gerard  2017 Graduate 

Adam Gulick  Grade 11 

Leah Heffter  Grade 12 

Nicholas Hutson  Grade 12 

Joshua Jolton  Grade 12 

Yash Kelkar  Grade 11 

Chaewon Kim  Grade 12 

Benjamin Kulwanoski 2017 Graduate 

David Mernitz  2017 Graduate 

Noah Murray  2017 Graduate 

Tyler Nadrich  2017 Graduate 

Joseph Oliver  2017 Graduate 

David Palumbo  Grade 12 

Emily Quartley  2017 Graduate 

Shannon Quinlan  2017 Graduate 

Mirabel Saakyan  Grade 12 

Samantha Schaab-Rozbicki Grade 11 

Valerie Serafini  2017 Graduate 

Mikayla Shute  2017 Graduate 

Nicholas Stanford  2017 Graduate 

Fahman Ur-Rahman 2017 Graduate 

Ethan Uzarowski  2017 Graduate 

Elizabeth White  Grade 12 

Benjamin Wolfson  2017 Graduate 

Jackson Schlierf  Grade 12 

Luke Thompson  Grade 12 

Zayba Yasin  Grade 12 

Brooke Zarcone  Grade 12

 

 Of this year’s award recipients, 48 are current seniors and four are current juniors.  Congratulations students! 
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 ** Remind.com ** 
 

 
The North Guidance Office is using Remind.com 

Many of the teachers at North are already successfully using 

remind.com for updates and reminders in their classroom. Plenty of 

times we need to send out a reminder of a deadline or information 

on an upcoming presentation but we know that it will get lost in the 

heap of other WITS mails. This is where remind.com shines. We can send quick reminders 

to you as a text message without either of us sharing our cell numbers. Rest assured that 

we will never send you more than 2 messages a week; we respect your inbox.  

 

Follow these directions to sign up: 

To receive messages via text, text the <class name> to 81010.  You can opt-out of 

messages at anytime by texting unsubscribe<classname> 

 

 

Class Names: 

Class of 2018 - @wnhs2018 

Class of 2019 - @wnhs2019 

Class of 2020 - @wnhs20 

Class of 2021 - @wnhs2021 

 

  

To the right is an 

example of how to sign 

up for the class of 

2018….. 
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

PARENT – TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

This year’s Parent –Teacher Conference Program at North 

High School will be held on Wednesday, November 15 and 

Thursday, December 7, 2017.  Teachers and guidance 

counselors will be available from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm on both 

days for 10-minute conferences.  As in the past, parents may 

have to be limited to 2 conferences in the core areas (math, 

science, English, social studies).   
 

 

Parents must sign up ahead of time for conferences in one of 

two ways: 
 

1. You may sign up online from October 16 through 

October 20, 2017 by accessing your parent portal account 

on WITS.  You cannot sign up for conferences using your 

child’s WITS account.    If you do not have a parent portal 

account, please call the Information Technology 

Department at 626-8058.  Do not call them to sign up for 

conferences. 

  

2. You may sign up by calling 626-8545 during the week of 

October 16 through October 20, 2017, between the 

hours of 9:00 am and 2:00 pm.  
 

You will receive a letter in early November in the mail that 

will confirm your appointment(s).   
 

In an effort to communicate with the parents of those students 

who are experiencing difficulty in class, some parents may 

receive a letter from Mr. Collichio sent by subject teachers 

requesting a conference.
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NURSE’S NOTES  
Susan Carducci, RN  

TEL. 626-8525 / FAX 626-8582  

 
Now that we are settled into a new school year, I’d like to feature 

health related information on current issues in adolescent health 

each month.  If you have any specific concerns, please contact 

me at 626-8525 during the school day. 

   

- Mrs. Susan Carducci, RN 

 

 

ASTHMA FACTS 
According to the American Lung Association, your child’s 

asthma is out of control if: 
 

1. He/She uses his/her short acting inhaler (i.e. albuterol) 

     more than twice a week. 

2. He/She refills his/her short acting inhaler more than 

 twice a year. 

3. He/She wakes up twice a month with asthma symptoms. 

 

If your child experiences any of the above, you should talk to 

your health care provider.  They may want to consider adding to 

or changing your current medication regimen.  If your child 

carries an inhaler in school, including sports teams, be sure to 

have the necessary paperwork on file with the nurse.  

 

THERE IS A NEW NYS LAW EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2015, 

FOR STUDENTS WHO SELF CARRY THEIR INHALERS 

OR EPI PENS.  

 

WRITTEN VERIFICATION  FROM YOUR CHILD’S 

PROVIDER INDICATING THAT HE/SHE HAS ACTUALLY 

WITNESSED YOUR CHILD’S ABILITY TO SAFELY AND 

EFFECTIVELY CARRY AND SELF ADMINISTER 

HIS/HER MEDICATION IN SCHOOL IS NOW REQUIRED. 

 

I will be sending out the new required documentation for you 

to take to your child’s provider and it should be returned to the 

Health office ASAP.  If there are any questions please contact 

the school nurse, Mrs. Susan Carducci, RN at 626-8525 

between 7:45 AM - 3:00 PM. 

 

 

FLU SEASON 
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends the flu shot 

for all children up to 18 years of age every year.  It is especially 

important if you have a history of asthma or other chronic 

illness.  Please check with your health care provider today and 

have your child immunized against the Flu. 

 

NURSE’S NOTES continued…..   

 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 
All students requiring any medication need to follow district 

policy.  Medication is kept in the health office and required to 

have written doctor’s orders, and parental permission before it 

can be administered.  Parents must supply and bring to school 

the needed medication with the order from the doctor. At that 

time, written parental consent will be obtained.  Thank you for 

your cooperation in keeping all the students at North safe. 

 

 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE 
Prescription and over-the-counter drugs are fast becoming the 

new “party” drug for many teenagers.  Parents must put this on 

their radar screen as one in five teens have used powerful 

narcotic pain relievers to get high.  This practice can be life 

threatening and a child can die doing this for the first time.  Talk 

to your children about the dangers of using prescription and 

OTC medications to get high.  Keep your medications out of 

reach and sight.  Dispose of old prescriptions properly.  Monitor 

pill quantities if necessary.  Let’s all do our part to keep our 

children safe. 

 

 

NUTRITION NIBLET 
 “Four preventable behaviors: tobacco use, poor diet, physical 

inactivity and alcohol abuse, contribute to 38% of all US deaths” 

-Thomas Frieden, Director of Centers for Disease Control 

 

Finally, please remember that if your child is sick he/she should 

NOT be texting you that they want to go home! If your child is 

ill, he/she should report to the Health Office. If he/she makes 

prior arrangements to go home without seeing the nurse he/she 

will not be given a pass to go home from the health office 

 

 Looking forward to a great school year! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

 

 

2                     D 
 

KING & QUEEN 

ASSEMBLY 
 

 

 
Powder Puff 

Football – 3 pm 

3                       E 
 

SOURCES OF 

STRENGTH 
TRAINING  

9 AM – 1:30 PM 

 
 

Faculty Mtg. – 3 pm 

 
Gym Activity – 7 pm 

4                       F 
 

 

5                                     A 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bonfire & Outdoor Dance  
7 pm 

6                         B    
 

EARLY  

DISMISSAL DRILL  
(2:30 PM RELEASE) 

 

HOMECOMING PEP 
ASSEMBLY 

 

 
Football Game – 7 pm 

7 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Homecoming 
Dance – 7 pm 

8 
 

 

9                        
 

COLUMBUS DAY  

 

NO SCHOOL 

 

10                     C 

 

 

11                     D 
 

 
 

12                                   E 

 

Flu Clinic  
Small Gymnasium  

7:30 am – 12:30 pm 

 
 

 

 
 

13                      F 
 

Volunteer Fair  
Library  

Mods 4 - 8 

14 
 

PSAT @  
North HS  

8 am 

15 
 

 

16                   A 
 

 
 

 

PTSA Mtg. –  7 pm 

17                     B 
 

 

18                     C 
 

 

19                                   D 
 

 
 

 

20                       E 
 

Picture Retake Day 

 

21                      
 

 
 

 

22 
 

 

23                   F 
 

 

 
 

 

24                     A 
 

 

25                     B 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Fall Chorus & 

Orchestra Concert  
7 pm 

26                                   C 
 

 

 

 

27                      D 
 

WALL OF FAME 

INDUCTION 
ASSEMBLY 

 

 
 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30                   E 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

31                     F 
 

 

 HOLIDAYS: 
10/5 – 10/6 –Sukkot (J) 

10/12 – Shemini Atzeret (J) 

10/13 – Simchat Torah (J) 

10/19 – Diwali (H & JA) 

10/21 – Birth of Bab (BA) 

10/22 – Birth of Baha’u’llah (BA) 

                       
 

 

October 

  2017    
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SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

 

 

PTSA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Co-Presidents: Taunya Abaya & Jeanne Johnston                      Vice President: Holley Sheppard   

Treasurer: Andrea Wiepert               Recording Secretary: Ellie Hare 

Corresponding Secretary: Barbara Lindaman   PTSA Council Representative: Francie Marzec  

  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Williamsville North High School 

Williamsville North PTSA 

1595 Hopkins Road 

Williamsville, NY  14221 

Main Office    626-8500 

Mr. Gary Collichio, Principal                 626-8505 

Assistant Principal (Grades 10)  626-8566 

 Mr. Jason Lehmbeck  

Assistant Principal (Grade 9)  626-8513 

 Mr. Brian Swatland 

Assistant Principal (Grade 9) 

        Mr. Andre Thomas   626-8504 

Attendance Office    626-8555 

Business      626-8515 

Cafeteria Services    626-8519 

Career Center    626-8544 

Custodial Services    626-8527 

 Mr. Peter Tomasello, Head Custodian 

DECA                                                         626-8516 

 Mr. Alan Balsdon     

English     626-8536 

Guidance Office    626-8507 

Internships    626-8516 

 Mrs. Carol Kontchegulian 

Library     626-8529 

        Mrs. Susan Grossman     

Mathematics    626-8521 

Music     626-8524 

Physical Education   626-8542 

 Mr. Steven Ferenczy, Faculty Manager 

Planetarium    626-8523 

 Mr. Mark Percy 

Psychologist    626-8512 

 Mrs. Heather Youngblood   

Psychologist    626-8345 

 Ms. Emily Kre zmien    

Resource Room    626-8547 

Science     626-8522 

School Nurse    626-8525 

 Mrs. Susan Carducci 

Second Language    626-8531 

Social Studies    626-8533 

Social Worker    626-8514 

 Mrs. Lori Lorenz 

Technology    626-8540 

Yearbook    626-8532 

AIM     626-8550 

FAX     626-8597 


